
Greenhouse Issues No. 100
December 2010 • www.ieaghg.org

Weekly News Update
Friday 13th July  2012 -  Friday 20th July  2012

Frost & Sullivan: Australia Commits to Reducing Carbon Emission with Carbon Tax Implementation
While challenging industrial companies, the tax creates opportunities for clean energy and energy-efficiency system suppliers.
 
Australia has made a move toward its commitment to reducing carbon emission with the implementation of carbon tax 
from July 2012 onward. Now, companies with high emissions - over 25,000 tonnes annually - are liable to pay the carbon 
tax. While this poses strong challenges for industrial companies, it will drive demand for energy-efficiency solutions and 
renewable energy power generation in Australia, despite the unchanged renewable target in 2020. The new analysis from 
Frost & Sullivan (http://www.energy.frost.com [http://www.frost.com/prod/servlet/svcg.pag/EGEP]), Impact of Australia 
Carbon Tax on the Energy Markets-a Strategic Perspective, provides an overview of the carbon tax, available government 
grants and programs, carbon tax in the international scenario, industries’ readiness for the tax, and the opportunities created 
in the wake of the carbon tax.

EU says up to 1.5 bln euros ready for low-carbon investment
Up to 1.5 billion euros ($1.83 billion) could be available by the end of this year to fund renewable energy and carbon capture 
and storage (CCS) projects across the European Union bloc, the European Commission said on Thursday. The funding will be 
allocated to two to three CCS projects and 16 renewable energy projects on a shortlist of proposals submitted by EU member 
states to the Commission, it said.
 
The Don Valley Power Project in the United Kingdom, the Belchatow CCS Project in Poland and the Green Hydrogen project in 
the Netherlands top the shortlist of eight CCS projects. Investments in CCS and renewable energy are needed to help the bloc 
achieve its legally-binding target to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 20 percent below 1990 levels by 2020, as well as any of 
its longer-term emissions goals.

CCEMC Announces $46 Million In Funding For Carbon Capture And Storage And Cleaner Energy Projects
The Climate Change and Emissions Management (CCEMC) Corporation is providing $46 million in funding to support six new 
clean technology projects. The projects have a combined value of more than $327 million.
 
“The CCEMC is supporting industry efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuels while helping to ensure 
Alberta can continue to be a global energy leader, even as we transition to other sources,” said CCEMC chair Eric Newell.
 
“By addressing challenges facing Alberta’s large emitters we are funding projects that have tremendous potential to reduce 
Alberta’s greenhouse gas emissions over the long term.”

Shell’s oilsands carbon capture storage project closer to reality
EDMONTON Regulators have conditionally approved the first proposal to pump greenhouse gas emissions from Alberta’s 
oilsands deep into the ground.
 
The $1.35-billion Shell Canada Quest carbon capture project calls for the permanent storage of up to 1.2 million tonnes 
of carbon dioxide a year from its Scotford upgrader. Alberta’s Energy Resources Conservation Board says it is in the public 
interest for the project, northeast of Edmonton, to go ahead.
 

Carbon capture breaks new ground
The plumes of steam rising from Nova Chemical Corp.’s petrochemical plant at Joffre could soon lose much 

of their carbon punch.
 

Climate Change and Emissions Management Corp. announced 
on Thursday that it’s providing more than $3 

http://www.google.co.uk/search?sugexp=chrome,mod=16&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&q=energycentral
http://www.energy.frost.com
http://www.frost.com/prod/servlet/svcg.pag/EGEP
http://af.reuters.com/article/energyOilNews/idAFL6E8ICB3K20120712
 http://www.newtechmagazine.com/news/ccemc-announces-46-million-in-funding-for-carbon-capture-and-storage-and-cleaner-energy-projects/1001537985/
http://www.thespec.com/news/canada/article/759596--shell-s-oilsands-carbon-capture-storage-project-closer-to-reality
http://www.reddeeradvocate.com/business/Carbon_capture_breaks_new_ground_162349706.html
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million in funding for the development of a carbon dioxide capture and storage system at Nova’s complex. The project, which 
is valued at $6.1 million, is being spearheaded by Inventys Thermal Technologies Inc. of Burnaby, B.C.
 
Inventys plans to connect a small carbon capture plant to one of Nova’s natural gas-fired boilers. It’s expected to remove 
approximately 90 per cent of the CO2 from the boiler’s flue gas stream, with that greenhouse gas to be used for enhanced oil 
recovery in the area.
 
First agreement for UK carbon dioxide storage
We can today announce the UK’s first agreement for lease (AfL) for the permanent geological storage of carbon dioxide.
 
The AfL has been signed with the Peterhead CCS Project (Shell UK Limited and SSE CCS Limited) at the offshore depleted 
Goldeneye gas field, located in the North Sea 65 miles from St Fergus, north east Scotland in petroleum licence blocks 14/29a, 
20/4b and 20/3b.
 
The Goldeneye storage project is linked to plans to capture carbon dioxide from the Peterhead power plant, which is seeking 
funding under the UK Government’s commercialisation programme for carbon capture and storage (CCS).
 
As an integral part of this commercialisation programme, in early 2012 we introduced a process for project developers to 
apply for AfL over potential storage sites. We are the owner of the storage rights on the UK continental shelf and AfLs provide 
exclusive time-limited options that enable developers to progress their CCS projects through to FID. To date we have received 
several requests for options over sites and seven of these have been the subject of public notices.
 
IEA Carbon Capture and Storage Legal and Regulatory Review
The IEA is pleased to announce today’s release of the third edition of the IEA Carbon Capture and Storage Legal and Regulatory 
Review. The CCS Review is a regular review of CCS regulatory progress worldwide. It collates contributions by national and 
regional governments, as well as leading organisations engaged in CCS regulatory activities, to provide a knowledge-
sharing forum to support CCS framework development. Each two page contribution provides a short summary of recent and 
anticipated CCS regulatory developments and highlights a pre-nominated regulatory theme. To introduce each edition, the 
IEA provides a brief analysis of key advances and trends, based on the contributions submitted. 
 
The theme for the third edition is stakeholder engagement in the development of CO2 storage projects, and in particular the 
role of government and CCS regulation in engagement. Other issues addressed in the third edition include: regulating CO2-
EOR, CCS and CO2-EOR for storage; CCS incentive policy; key, substantive issues being addressed by jurisdictions taking steps 
to finalise CCS regulatory framework development; and CCS legal and regulatory developments in the context of the Clean 
Energy Ministerial Carbon Capture, Use and Storage Action Group.
 
The CCS Review is available on the IEA website. 
 
UK ranked most energy efficient of world’s largest economies
It lacks the glitz or glamour of the Olympics but the UK won a race that really does matter on Thursday, taking the gold in 
energy efficiency. A report launched in Washington by the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy on Thursday 

ranked the UK first among the world’s 12 largest economies for reducing pollution in industry, transport, and buildings.

Medal power house America was humbled, dragged down to ninth place because of its long-
running love affair with gas-guzzling cars. The US was beaten by Germany and Italy, who 

occupied second and third place respectively, and even China, which is 
currently the world’s biggest carbon polluter.

http://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/news-media/news/2012/first-agreement-for-uk-carbon-dioxide-storage/
http://www.iea.org/publications/freepublications/publication/name,28506,en.html
http://www.iea.org/publications/freepublications/publication/name,28506,en.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/jul/12/uk-ranked-most-energy-efficient
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China shared sixth place with the EU and Australia. Canada and Russia brought up the rear in 11th and 12th place. India, whose 
emissions have also been rising rapidly, was not rated.

The UK energy secretary, Ed Davey, said he welcomed the recognition. “Energy efficiency sits at the heart of our policies to 
encourage low-carbon growth,” he said in a statement. But none of the countries put in truly stellar performance. The UK 
earned just 67 out of a possible 100 points. The study calculated each country’s efforts to reduce energy use in industry, 
transport, and buildings, the biggest source of greenhouse gas emissions in developed economies, as well as overall policies.
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