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Alberta moving ahead with major new oilsands refinery with carbon capture
The Alberta government has successfully negotiated contracts for two projects that will advance the upgrading and refining 
of oil sands bitumen to diesel fuel. The first project, with the North West Upgrading (NWU) / Canadian Natural Resources 
Limited (CNRL) Partnership will lead to construction of a new bitumen refinery as part of the government’s bitumen royalty-
in-kind (BRIK) initiative. NWU and Canadian Natural will each own 50% of the partnership, with NWU acting as the operator.

New tool to help farmers adapt to climate change
A new initiative to advance the development of “climate smart” farming has been launched this week. The international 
sustainability organisation the Rainforest Alliance and Guatemala’s Inter-American Foundation for Tropical Research (FIIT, its 
name in Spanish) -- in collaboration with the Sustainable Agriculture Network (SAN), and with the support of their allies at the 
National Coffee Association, Anacafé, and coffee and cacao importer Efico -- unveiled the SAN’s new Climate Module: Criteria 
for the Mitigation of and Adaptation to Climate Change.

Norway: Creating a sustainable future
With its rich oil and gas reserves and strong accent on green energy and sustainable development, Norway has a lot to share 
with countries in the Gulf including Qatar.

Break-even for low-carbon economy is $100 a barrel oil, says Chris Huhne
The UK’s ambitious low-carbon energy plans will mean energy consumers paying lower bills in 2020 if oil is over $100 per 
barrel, compared to a fossil-fuelled future. That price is the break-even point, said the energy and climate change secretary, 
Chris Huhne, today.

Newcastle borehole drilling starts in search of heat
he Newcastle and Durham Universities team plans to sink a hole 2,000m (6,562ft) below the planned Science Central site, in 
the city centre. Scientists hope the £900,000 project will result in water at a temperature of about 80C (176F) being pumped 
out. The plan is the water could be used to heat the site and surrounding city centre buildings. The project, which started on 
Wednesday, is expected to last six months with the team hoping to pump out the first hot water in June.

It’s Really, Really Unlikely that Climate Change is “Naturally Occurring”
This is probably the most commonly offered rejoinder to the scientifically observed phenomenon of global climate change. 
Well, sure, temperatures are rising around the world, and last decade was determined by NASA, NOAA, and a number of the 
world’s other top tier scientific institutions to be the hottest ever. But how do we know it’s man’s fault? Couldn’t it be a natural 
process, like sun spots, or a naturally-occurring increase of cloud cover or something, that’s causing the warming of the world? 
The short answer is: Nope. 

Funding boost for carbon cutting schemes 
A MULTI-MILLION-POUND cash boost was announced yesterday to improve the development of low-carbon technologies in 
South Wales.

The £8.3m project, dubbed Seren and spearheaded by Cardiff University, aims to help businesses in the Valleys and West 
Wales develop new technologies and products, creating up to 150 jobs in the low carbon economy. The project will also 
pioneer research into areas such as burning coal underground to generate energy, known as coal gasification, and carbon 
capture and storage, in a bid to cut greenhouse emissions and fuel costs.
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Decc gives nod for new gas plant & NOx reduction at coal plant (but SSE won’t use it)
The Department of Energy & Climate Change has given the go-ahead for SSE to build an 870 megawatt gas-fired power 
station near Port Talbot. The Abernedd combined cycle gas turbine (CCGT) plant will be built at the Baglan Bay Energy Park, 
on the former site of a chemicals facility.

Alberta budget delays carbon capture funds
Cash for constructing the province’s heavily promoted carbon capture and storage projects has been delayed once again in 
the new budget - however environmental monitoring for the oilsands has received a small bump.

Alberta Finance Minister Lloyd Snelgrove said Thursday that developing Alberta’s energy resources in an environmentally 
responsible way is one of the government’s five priorities for the upcoming year.

Nick Clegg Reinforces Government’s Commitment To Carbon Capture And Storage At Smf Event
Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg addressed 100 manufacturers at a special event held by the Special Metals Forum (SMF) in 
South Yorkshire this month, where he outlined the Government’s commitment to investing in Carbon Capture and Storage 
(CCS), as a vital part of reducing the UK’s Carbon Dioxide emissions.

During the conference held at the National Metals Technology Centre’s (NAMTEC) head office in Rotherham, Mr Clegg 
formally launched a new SMF publication, Carbon Capture and Storage: Technology, Materials and Key Players. It has been 
produced by technologists from NAMTEC and demonstrates the opportunities available to manufacturers and other supply 
chain partners in this sector.

Australia settles for carbon tax
Australia will implement a carbon tax on heavy emitters from July next year, under plans announced today by the country’s 
prime minister, Julia Gillard. In line with longstanding speculation, Canberra opted for a carbon tax as a transitionary measure 
toward its preferred long-term option of an emissions cap-and-trade scheme within three to five years.

Denmark, Britain urge deeper CO2 EU emissions cut
COPENHAGEN (Reuters) - Britain and Denmark on Thursday called on fellow European Union members to adopt a more 
ambitious target for cutting carbon emissions.

The British and Danish governments want to move to a 30% cut from 20% by 2020. Their call comes as EU states are considering 
whether to move faster than the one-fifth reduction from the 1990 level.

RICS Research into impacts and safety of CO2 storage
RISCS is a European project which aims to improve our understanding of the possible environmental impacts of geological 
storage of CO2. There are 24 organisations participating in RISCS including research institutions, industry environmental 
associations and the International Energy Agency Greenhouse Gas R & D Programme. The project is designed to study a 
wide range of potential impacts, thus providing tools for developing appropriate legislation and helping to ensure the safe 
management of CO2 storage sites.


