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Weekly News Update
Saturday 28th January  2012 - Friday 3rd February  2012

Ed Davey MP is new Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change (no link)
It has been confirmed that Mr Edward Davey MP (Kingston and Surbiton Liberal Democrats) has replaced Chris Huhne MP as 
Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change and enters the Cabinet.

Mr Davey was formerly Minister for Employment Relations, Consumer and Postal Affairs at BIS – his position has now been 
taken by Norman Lamb MP.

Ed Davey’s biog is attached.

Australia - Low-emission technology needs support from governments:
Once Labour’s carbon tax kicks in governments will need to decide how to best provide extra support for low-emissions 
technologies, including nuclear energy and carbon capture and storage (CCS), according to a Melbourne-based think tank.

The Grattan Institute has studied the potential of wind, solar, geothermal, bio-energy, nuclear and CCS to generate near-zero 
emissions power.

Its report, No Easy Choices, due to be released shortly, says that given the lack of any “sure bets” Australia should keep all 
options on the table.

According to Tony Wood, Grattan’s Energy Program Director ‘This includes perhaps the most controversial technologies - 
nuclear and CCS.  Both may be needed if Australia is to meet its target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent 
by 2050’.

CCS awareness higher on Prairies than the rest of Canada
Public awareness and acceptance of Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) as a tool to combat climate change is higher in 
Saskatchewan and Alberta than the rest of Canada, concludes a national survey released today by Carbon Management 
Canada (CMC) and the International Performance Assessment Centre for the Geological Storage of CO2 (IPAC-CO2). 

“As Canadians, we need to publicly discuss our transition to a low carbon future. This survey helps us understand where CCS, 
which is a critical part of Canada’s plan, plays in public perception,” says Richard Adamson, Managing Director of CMC.

Adamson says the results are not a surprise. “In Alberta the provincial government recently invested $2 billion in CCS 
demonstration as part of its plan to reduce carbon emissions. In Saskatchewan, Cenovus has been sequestering CO2 in an 
enhanced oil recovery operation in Weyburn for decades. So more people have heard about and know what CCS is.”

IEA Releases Guide to Policy Makers on Carbon Capture and Storage
http://www.envirocentre.ie/News.aspx?ID=79D21E24-862B-4685-A66A-2D7059FB72E2&PID=a257bece-c1e7-464a-9cd0-
fde10d3a18c3&NID=8bc17fb0-6dd3-4edb-921f-8b4c68262bf2&M=2

$100 million carbon capture investment for the LaTrobe Valley
The Australian and Victorian Governments will collectively provide $100 million towards the development of Victoria’s first 
carbon capture and storage (CCS) project - CarbonNet.

CarbonNet is the second project selected for funding under the Australian Government’s Carbon Capture and Storage 
Flagships program.

The CarbonNet Project aims to capture carbon emissions from power plants, industrial processes and new coal-
based industries in the Latrobe Valley and store it in geological basins.

The combined funding of $100 million ($70 million from the Commonwealth and 
$30 million from the Victorian Government) will support feasibility 

work as part of the $1 billion plus CarbonNet 

http://www.industrysearch.com.au/News/Low-emission-tech-needs-support-from-govts-think-tank-57478
http://www.mediawebsite.net/wortel/story/?catSetID=7012&catID=292887&nrid=138925549&page=1 
http://www.envirocentre.ie/News.aspx?ID=79D21E24-862B-4685-A66A-2D7059FB72E2&PID=a257bece-c1e7-464a-9cd0-fde10d3a18c3&NID=8bc17fb0-6dd3-4edb-921f-8b4c68262bf2&M=2
http://www.envirocentre.ie/News.aspx?ID=79D21E24-862B-4685-A66A-2D7059FB72E2&PID=a257bece-c1e7-464a-9cd0-fde10d3a18c3&NID=8bc17fb0-6dd3-4edb-921f-8b4c68262bf2&M=2
http://www.envirocentre.ie/News.aspx?ID=79D21E24-862B-4685-A66A-2D7059FB72E2&PID=a257bece-c1e7-464a-9cd0-fde10d3a18c3&NID=8bc17fb0-6dd3-4edb-921f-8b4c68262bf2&M=2
http://www.alp.org.au/federal-government/news/$100-million-carbon-capture-investment-for-the-lat/
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project to demonstrate low emission brown coal electricity generation in the region.

NER 300 – EIB publishes January sales report
http://www.bei.org/about/news/ner-300-eib-publishes-january-sales-report.htm

Foster Wheeler to lead Don Valley CCS project
The planned 650MW (net) Don Valley Power Project near Hatfield Colliery in Yorkshire will provide low carbon electricity to 
the equivalent of around a million UK homes, capturing at least 90 per cent of its entire CO2 output (up to five million tonnes 
a year). Planning permission for the power plant has already been granted and main construction activities are planned to 
start in 2013.

The intent is that Foster Wheeler’s appointment as Project Management Consultant of the £3 billion power plant will run 
until the plant comes into operation in 2016. Its initial role will be to assist 2Co Power in the preparation of an Engineering, 
Procurement and Construction (EPC) contract for the project build over the next six months.

When built, The Don Valley Power Project will combine a coal gasification plant, with CO2 capture on all of the plant, with a 
conventional style gas-fired power station but one that is fired by a hydrogen-rich fuel.

EU maps out support for Rio summit
European leaders meeting in Brussels have mapped out a bold agenda ahead of the Rio summit, vowing to transform 
development aid, help provide renewable electricity to the world’s neediest people, and strengthen the United Nations 
environment body.

The European Union’s “agenda for change” proposal calls for pumping foreign aid into sustainable growth and energy access, 
while EU officials have also floated the idea of transforming the UN Environment Programme (Unep) into an agency with 
expanded influence and greater power to promote research and development.

Janez Potocnik, the EU environment commissioner, on Tuesday reaffirmed the 27-nation block’s pledge to provide the 
equivalent of 0.7% of gross national income (GNI) for aid to the world’s poorest countries, while urging that there be a focus 
on sustainable growth.

Carbon Calculator: Revealing Potential Climate Change Mitigation
The Carbon Calculator [appspot.com] developed by Vizzuality is an interactive mapping tool that reveals the potential 
contribution of any selected area in the world to climate change mitigation.

Using the data delivered by CBD Secretariat (Convention on Biological Diversity), LifeWeb (CBD Programme of Work on 
Protected Areas) and UNEP-WCMC (UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre), the online tool calculates rough estimates 
of user-selected areas on a wide set of parameters, including: the carbon stored in above and below ground live biomass and 
soil, the percentage overlap with existing protected areas, the status of forests, the restoration potential inside selected areas, 
the maximum carbon sequestration potential.

Advances in Carbon Capture Techniques (Technical Insights)
This research service details the recent advances in the carbon capture sector. It begins with an introduction to the different 
carbon capture techniques followed by a discussion of their advantages and disadvantages. The value chain networks existing 
within the domain have been identified folowed by an evaluation of the technologies available for licensing/acquisition. 

The attractiveness of the different technologies have been assessed using an Opportunity Strategy Evaluation (OSE) 
grid. Finally, strategic recommendations classifed as intrinsic and extrinsic based on various influencing 

factors have been provided.

http://www.bei.org/about/news/ner-300-eib-publishes-january-sales-report.htm
www.carboncapturejournal.com/displaynews.php?NewsID=892
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/feb/08/eu-pledges-support-rio-earth-summit
http://ecos.posterous.com/carbon-calculator-revealing-potential-climate
http://www.environmental-expert.com/news/advances-in-carbon-capture-techniques-technical-insights-279313/view-comments
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Yorkshire will have best green energy scheme in the country, claims developer
Yorkshire will have one of the best green energy schemes in the UK soon, claim the people behind plans for the county’s 
renewable energy scheme.

Jonathan Briggs, the managing director of 2Co Power (Yorkshire), believes that the £3 billion Don Valley Power Project in 
Hatfield, near Doncaster will be “by far and away” the best scheme of its kind in the UK in terms of carbon capture.

The plant, which will generate 650 megawatts of power and capture 90 per cent of its carbon emissions, has already been 
granted planning permission.

An initial 180 million euros (approx £149.56 million) in funding grants from the European Union and an application for more 
funding has already been tendered.

However, it is facing completion from a number of other renewable energy projects from across the UK and mainland Europe 
for the additional cash it needs to complete the project.

It will know whether or not it has made the shortlist later this month before a final decision is made before the end of the 
year.

Carbon capture nets €1bn of EU energy funds
Experimental technology to capture, store and bury carbon emissions in geological formations is in line to receive a payout of 
as much as €1.37 billion from the EU’s energy infrastructure package.  Last November Norwegian company Sargas presented 
to the local media its proposal to build a local power plant run on coal and biomass with modern carbon capture technology 
and a promise to almost halve the cost per unit of electricity produced locally.

The funding could prove controversial as carbon capture and storage, or CCS, is an unproven technology that critics say is 
not commercially viable, climate-friendly or safe.

 

http://www.makeitcheaper.com/media/business-news/2011/february/2/801282900-yorkshire-will-have-best-green-energy-scheme-in-the-country,-claims-developer.aspx
http://www.maltastar.com/dart/20120208-carbon-capture-to-net-1bn-of-eu-infrastructure-funds

